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SUBJECT: WAIVER REQUESTS FOR NON U.S. MANUFACTURED

VEHICLES

REF: 6 FAM 228.9-3; 6 FAH-5 H-606.1

1.  This cable has been cleared by SEP.

2.  Summary:  A/LM and the ICASS Service Center met to

discuss ways to revamp and improve the waiver request

process for non-U.S. manufactured ICASS vehicles.  To

streamline and expedite the procurement process, two

changes to the process were approved.  The waiver authority

for the procurement of ICASS vehicles is now the

responsibility of A/LM/OPS/WLC/MV; Overseas posts should

not direct queries of this nature to RM/ICASS (ISC).  Also,

posts no longer have to seek Department approval to procure

maintenance/utility/service type vehicles.

3.  GSA is the mandatory procurement source for vehicle

purchases in the U.S.  However, when requirements cannot be

met for acquiring a U.S. manufactured vehicle, posts may

request authorization to purchase non-U.S. manufactured

vehicles.  In these instances, first consideration is given

to vehicles of U.S. subsidiary manufacture over foreign

manufactured vehicles where possible (refer to A/LM/MV's

web page at:

HTTP://ALMSNTSA.A.STATE.GOV/MOTORVEHICLES/US_AFFILIATE.HTM

).

4.  Please follow the procedural requirements outlined

below for the procurement of non-U.S. manufactured vehicles

when purchased locally or through a Regional Procurement

Support Office (RPSO).

A.      Posts are authorized to determine the suitability and

appropriateness for maintenance/utility/service trucks,

which includes stake, enclosed van (furniture type),

pickup, panel-van, delivery (step) van, water tanker,

etc.  in accordance with guidelines 6 FAM 228.9-3(C),

i.e. right hand drive (RHD), cost-effectiveness to the

USG, or security/special operational needs.  The

contracting officer would have authority to make the

waiver decision.  The supporting documentation

justifying the procurement of a non-U.S. manufactured

vehicle should be retained in post files and posts are

not required to submit copies of supporting

documentation to the Department.  However, vehicle

procurement and description data is required by

A/LM/OPS/WLC/MV for inventory purposes.

B.      Based on statutory restrictions and the overall

appropriateness for motor pool utilization, central

oversight will continue for high-visibility vehicles

(sedans, station wagons and passenger-carrying trucks,

i.e. sport utility vehicle (SUV), mini-van, carryall,

van-carryall, etc.).  In accordance with 6 FAM

guidelines, overseas posts should submit waiver requests

for procurement of the above category vehicles to

A/LM/OPS/WLC/MV.

5.  All vehicles that are purchased, leased, or rented by

the DOS shall meet all applicable safety standards as

required under 49 CFR 571 and PL 89-570.  Vehicles of

foreign manufacture purchased for use outside of the United

States and its territories shall meet all applicable safety

requirements of the country in which they are to be used.

However, if the country does not specify safety belts,

three-point safety belts shall be installed at all outboard

seating positions.  If import laws or some other valid

reason precludes installing three-point safety belts, post

shall acquire and install two-point seat belts.

The minimum vehicle safety features should include brake

lights, headlights, turn signals, power brakes, seat belts,

windshield wipers, defroster, and four-way flashers.

6.  The above procedures should help streamline the

procurement of vehicles and allow for more efficient

operations.  A/LM/OPS/MV is always available to assist

posts with vehicle specifications, cost data, and placing

orders through GSA for ICASS vehicle procurements.  Point

of contact is Marlene Richmond at 703-875-6108 or by

e-mail.

7.  Minimize Considered.
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