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1.  The ICASS Service Center's Software Development Team

is pleased to announce the development of Web.ICASS 1.0,

the first generation of ICASS software built entirely on a

web-based platform (PASS).

2.  Web.ICASS will eventually replace ICASS client-server

software (currently version 10.0) that is used at post to

create budgets and distribute administrative costs among

participating ICASS agencies.

3.  Posts should receive the advance copy of Web.ICASS 1.0

in October 2003 (a final version of Web.ICASS 1.0 will

arrive in December).  This advance version should be

installed on a laptop that Post brings to the fall budget

workshop.  Web.ICASS is being launched in a virtual year,

which means that it will be released in tandem with the

latest release of the client-server software, ICASS 10.0.

ICASS 10.0 will be the official collection mechanism for

all ICASS data and will be used for all agency invoicing.

Web.ICASS will be run parallel to ICASS 10.0 for the

purpose of testing and evaluating the software within a

true post environment.  With the successful conclusion of

the virtual year, the determination will be made to use

Web.ICASS as the official budget gathering tool and the

ICASS client-server software will be retired.

4.  Although much of Web.ICASS has been developed to have

the same look and feel that users have become accustomed

to, some significant features have been added to the new

software that will improve the budget collection process,

including:

A. Web enablement puts the software on the OpenNet

allowing easier access to budgets, even when you are away

from Post.

B. A messaging system that allows instant transfer of

table updates from Washington (for example agency code

changes or a new cost center).  Messaging also allows post

to submit a budget directly to the Global Database in

Washington without having to send a floppy disk or even an

email.

C. Alternate service provider functionality is built in to

the software to allow other agencies to use the ICASS

framework to recoup their costs.

D. A new budget summary worksheet design.

E. A new DS budget summary worksheet design.

F. Ability to import data from other PASS databases.

G. Access to the global database in Washington.

5.  Posts must submit their initial budgets for FY-04 in

the usual manner using ICASS 10.0 by December 8, 2003.

This will be the official budget used for processing

initial invoices for reimbursement in FY-04.

6.  Posts will also be tasked with importing their

completed ICASS 10.0 budget into the Web.ICASS software,

verifying that both systems produce the same results, and

submitting the Web.ICASS budget by January 8, 2004.

Because Web.ICASS is a completely separate application

from ICASS 10.0, budgets submitted using Web.ICASS will

not in any way affect or be linked to budgets submitted

using ICASS 10.0.

7.  Introduction of Web.ICASS will begin at the Regional

Bureau ICASS workshops scheduled in October and November

2003.  The new Web.ICASS software should be downloaded

from the ICASS website (http://icass.state.gov/) and

installed on a laptop prior to the workshops in the event

that a CD is not received.  More information will follow
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