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SUBJECT: ICASS GUIDANCE #1:  RELEASE OF VERSION 10.5 AND

COMPLETION OF WEB.ICASS VIRTUAL BUDGET SUBMISSION PROCESS

1.  This message is the first of three ICASS budget

preparation cables. It announces the release of version

10.5 and contains a status report on Web.ICASS version

1.02.

2.  The ICASS Service Center (ISC) will release version

10.5 of the ICASS software March 12, 2004.  We will

provide a copy to the regional bureaus to e-mail to posts.

It will also be posted on the ICASS website for

downloading. The ICASS Intranet web page is

http://icass.state.gov

3.  Posts must use version 10.5 to complete their final

FY04 budgets.  They may start the final budget process

using version 10.0 and load 10.5 when received.  Loading

10.5 will not cause posts to lose budget data.

4.  Version 10.5 will contain a revised LGP PSA/Contract

module.  When the new version of this module is loaded,

post will not lose the contract/PSA data.

5.  Instructions for loading the software and a full list

of updates and bugs resolved in version 10.5 will

accompany the software in a separate pdf file. Of special

note is one correction to the budget summary worksheet.

Users will not lose their narrative data if the Cost

Savings Initiatives field is left blank.

-------------------------

6.  Web.ICASS Information

-------------------------

Thank you to all the posts that participated in the

virtual ICASS budget submission in January.  We received

52 budgets by e-mail and 15 budgets through the OpenNet.

We are working on the import errors and messaging issues

reported by posts found during the budget submission

exercise.

NOTE:  We have completed the virtual submission testing

process so please do not submit any budgets electronically

until instructed to do so.  We strongly encourage posts to

get an early start on setting up their servers and

networking Web.ICASS in advance of the ICASS Initial 2005

budget deadline.

We are aiming for an August release of Web.ICASS so that

posts may get an early start in the preparation of their

FY05 ICASS budgets using the new system.

7.  Guidance on completing the budget for final submission

will be provided in the next cable.  It will include

instructions on how to identify errors and make

corrections before locking the budget.

8.  The final submission date for the ICASS and Non-ICASS

budgets has not yet been determined. The ISC will issue a

cable after the ICASS budget hearings with information on

the budget due date, how to submit the budget file and to

whom it should be e-mailed.

9.  If you have specific questions about ICASS software

release 10.5, please contact Michelle Frederick or Dan

Winthrop as soon as they arise so that we can resolve them

well before the budget deadline.

9. MINIMIZE CONSIDERED.

POWELL

