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SUBJECT: WEB.ICASS 2.21.00 AND 2.21.01:  NOW AVAILABLE;

INFORMATION FOR FMO AND IMO/ISO

REF: STATE 021083 (2/21/07)

FOR FMO, MANAGEMENT OFFICER, IMO AND ALTERNATE SERVICE

PROVIDER (ASP) REPRESENTATIVES

1. Summary: The ICASS Service Center (ISC) is pleased to

announce the rollout of Web.ICASS versions 2.21.00 and

2.21.01.  This cable includes a list of the software

enhancements; information for both the FMO and IMO; and

a reminder that monthly reference table updates have

resumed.  Final budget preparation instructions and

checklists will be posted on the ICASS Website starting

April 2, 2007.  End Summary.

--------------------------------------------------------

-

Financial Management Officers (FMOs) and ICASS Financial

Specialists

--------------------------------------------------------

-

2. Version 2.21.00 is a minor release containing a few

new enhancements.  The 2.21.01 patch is an update to

resolve software issues related to the new Web.PASS

2.05.02 upgrade.  These two new releases must be used to

complete your FY 2007 ICASS Final Budget, regardless of

whether you have already started the final budget using

Web.ICASS 2.19 or not.  Versions 2.21.00 and 2.21.01

will NOT delete previous budget plans stored on either

post's network or stand-alone databases.

3. Below is a list of the enhancements.

Effective FY 2007 final budget (a - h):

(a)  All positions or other budget items in the cost

center worksheets are now displayed in exactly the same

order as the parent worksheets.

(b)  The Other Budget Items (OBI) Worksheet will no

longer allow you to exit from the worksheet if there is

any item that has not been 100% allocated to a cost

center(s).

(c)  You can now export the OBI, US Direct Hire (USDH)

and Local Guard OBI Sub-Object worksheets to Excel just

like the LES Positions Sub-Object Worksheet.

(d)  When synchronizing reference table updates, you

will now be alerted to the specific data updates (e.g.

American Salary (AMSAL), Post Assignment Travel (PAT),

agency codes or sub-object codes).

(e)  It allows users to copy LGP profiles from the LGP

node.

(f)  It allows users to submit LGP profiles by Fiscal

Year.

(g)     When importing plans, you will no longer be asked

whether the file is a Web.ICASS file or not.  There is

no longer a need to import budgets from the old ICASS

software.

Effective FY 2008 initial budget (h-i):

(h)  When you create your FY 2008 budget plans, the sub-

object columns in the budget worksheets are maintained.

(i)  For standard posts, the Distribution Worksheet has

been updated so that cost center 6134, Procurement

Services, contains 3 factor groups by default.  The

ability to choose "No Factor Group" has been eliminated

in accordance to ICASS policy (REF: 6 FAH-5 H-341.7-3).

The modification column has also been removed because

the ICASS policy does not allow for modifications for

procurement counts, only weighting.  These enhancements

are effective for FY 2008 budgets, after "creating next

year's plan".

4. Reference Table Updates for Final 2007

(a)  Automatic monthly updates of the ICASS reference

tables resumed February 15, 2007 (REF A).  The March

15th automatic reference table update includes updates

for agency codes, American salaries, the per-person PAT

amount and IVG Line costs.  Note:  If you previously had

an IVG line cost, it will be zero for the final 2007

budget. (REFTEL State 182177 dated 11/2/06).  The March

15th reference table updates are effective for, and will

only appear in, the 2007 final stages (Final

Requirements and Final Budget).

(b)  For manual updates (stand-alone versions of

Web.ICASS), download the monthly reference table update

that is posted on the ICASS

website(http://www.icass.gov) Software/Reference Table

Update/RefTableUpdate Info.

---------

IMOs/ISOs

---------

5.  The Web.ICASS 2.21.00 and 2.21.01 software upgrades

to Web.ICASS version 2.19 will be available on the PASS

Website the week of March 5th.  Note: the stand-alone

versions will be available the week of March 12th. All

posts, including USAID Alternate Service providers (ASP)

and the Global Financial Service Center (GFS) must

download the software from the PASS website

(http://pass.irm.state.gov) Downloads/ICASS/Software).

6.  To avoid worksheet format problems caused by the

Web.PASS 2.05.02 upgrade, please install the Web.ICASS

upgrades as soon as possible and to facilitate the FY

2007 Final Budget preparation process for posts'

financial staff.  FY 2007 ICASS final budgets cannot be

transmitted to Washington using the older version of the

software.

7.  The 2.21.00 installation must be performed as an

upgrade to the existing software (version 2.19).  The

2nd upgrade, Web.ICASS 2.21.01 can only be performed as

an upgrade to 2.21.00 and should be installed

immediately after Web.ICASS 2.21.00. Both versions may

be installed before or after Web.PASS 2.05.02 is

installed.  Installation instructions are also included

on the PASS download website.

----------------------------------------------

Budget Preparation Instructions and Checklists

-----------------------------------------------

8. To assist post financial staff with the completion of

the FY 2007 Final ICASS, OBO, and DS program (Non-ICASS)

budgets, starting the week of April 2, the ISC will post

a series of budget preparation instructions and

checklists on the ICASS website (http://www.icass.gov)

under the Budget/ICASS Budget Instructions (Final).

Each document has hyperlinks so that readers can go

directly to sections of their interest.  Post MUST read

these instructions which explain what must be entered at

the final requirements and final budget stages.  This is

especially important for leases and M&R costs since the

final requirements stage serves as the FY 2008 ICASS-OBO

data call.  Following the instructions and ensuring that

the items on the checklists are complete can help avoid

time consuming corrections later.

---------

QUESTIONS

---------

9. Questions regarding installation of Web.ICASS

versions 2.21.00 and 2.21.01 should be directed to the

PASS Help Desk at (202) 647-7760,

PassHelpDesk@state.gov.

10. Technical questions related to the ICASS software

should be directed to the ICASS Technical Support at

(202) 663-1973, ICASSTechSupport@state.gov.

11. Questions regarding budget preparation instructions

can be directed to ICASS Software Development Team

staff: Stella Whitman (202) 663-1237,

WhitmanSL@state.gov, Jim Nunno (202) 663-1419

NunnoJM@state.gov or Michelle Frederick (202) 663-3271,

FrederickMA@state.gov .

12. MINIMIZE CONSIDERED.

RICE 
