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1. The ICASS Service Center is pleased to announce the

release of Web.ICASS 1.02.  Web.ICASS 1.02 will eventually

replace ICASS client-server software (currently version

10.0) that is used at post to create budgets and distribute

administrative costs among participating ICASS agencies.

2. Posts should receive their copy of the Web.ICASS 1.02 CD

beginning December 8th.  This software can also be

downloaded from the ICASS intranet website

http://icass.state.gov/.  Please do not confuse this with

the Web.ICASS 1.01 CD that was sent in October, as the

packaging looks identical (with the exception of the

version number).

3. Web.ICASS is being launched in a virtual year in FY

2004, which means that it will be run in tandem with the

latest release of the client-server software, ICASS 10.0.

ICASS 10.0 is the official collection mechanism for all

ICASS data and will be used for all agency invoicing.

Web.ICASS will be run parallel to ICASS 10.0 to ensure that

it can be installed properly, that personnel have had a

chance to practice with it, and that all bugs are

identified and corrected prior to going live with the

software. At the conclusion of the virtual year, the ISC

will determine whether to make Web.ICASS the official

budget-gathering tool.  If so, the ICASS client-server

software will be retired at that time.

4. IM staff is strongly encouraged to read the PASS

installation manual before installing the software.  This

manual has recently been revised to address many questions

raised during the Web.ICASS alpha and beta testing phases.

Installation questions should be addressed to

PASSHelpDeskMail@State.gov or telephone 202-647-7760 or

877-246-9493.

5. Web.ICASS 1.02 is a newer and significantly different

version of Web.ICASS and should not be confused with

Web.ICASS 1.01 (the version used at the budget

conferences). Web.ICASS 1.01 should be removed from all

computers.  Because Web.ICASS is an application within the

Web.PASS 2.01 suite, posts that are currently using earlier

versions of Web.PASS may have compatibility issues with the

current version.  These posts should contact the PASS help

desk for patch and/or upgrade information prior to

installation.

6. Post has the choice of installing the software as either

"standalone" or on the network.  The standalone setup.exe

can be found in the Access folder on the CD.  The network

version, Web.PASS and Web.ICASS, can be found within the

SQL Server folder.  Because of the advanced messaging

features in the network version of Web.ICASS, Post should

only choose a standalone installation if it is not possible

to run the software on a network attached to the opennet.

Possible reasons that it would be impossible to install the

network version include: a severe lack of bandwidth,

unavailable servers, or a lack of software for the SQL and

IIS servers.  In such cases the standalone software may be

used, but table updates and budget submissions will need to

be performed manually.  These table updates will be made

available periodically on the ICASS web site or sent via

email.

7. Please ensure that the Web.ICASS user performs the

following:

- The ICASS configuration node (found under the ICASS node)

should be set with the IP address (or DNS) of the local

Messaging server.  This will be the IIS server at Post.

Also, the IP Address (or DNS) of the ISC Messaging server

should be set.  This IP is 10.12.11.9 and the DNS is

RM2KS15XT.  This server will not be available until the

beginning of January.

- From the Plan Maintenance node, the most recent ICASS

10.0 plan that was sent to Washington should be imported

into Web.ICASS.

- After importing, this plan should be sent to Washington

by pressing the Submit to Washington button on the Plan

Maintenance screen.

- If you are using the stand-alone version, you must export

your plan and attach it to an email. The budget should be

identified in the subject as "FY04 Virtual Submission for

[your post name]" and sent to Tri Bui

(ICASSTechnicalsupport@state.gov).

8. Remember that the Web.ICASS submission is not the

official budget submission, although it will be compared to

the official one for validation purposes.  The Web.ICASS

submission is due the week of January 8th, 2004.  Any

questions relating to Web.ICASS and budget submissions

should be addressed to either Michelle Frederick or Dan

Winthrop at the ISC.

9. MINIMIZE CONSIDERED.

POWELL

