Follow-up to Discussion on OBO Rent Credits 


ICASS Rent Credits
Context:  

At the last IWG meeting, May 11, 2005, a few agencies noted that OBO had denied ICASS rent credits unless the credit could be identified with specific properties.

Response: 

The ICASS Service Center contacted OBO for clarification and received the following response:  

OBO does not normally deny agencies ICASS rent credits if unable to tie a specific property to the credit request. 

In the calculation of the rent credits, OBO requests data from both ICASS and directly from the agencies themselves. While we do have a structured verification process we use when analyzing these credit requests, identifying specific properties on the ICASS portion of the credits is not a criteria for approval. We do NOT check the ICASS rent data against the RPA database.  We DO check the ICASS data for duplication and post-position accuracy but essentially the ICASS data is accepted as a whole with no/few questions.  In some cases OBO has found that agencies duplicate requests by listing properties on their direct request that already appear on the ICASS rent report.  These requests are most often denied.

I (Kelly Denton) would be happy to discuss the steps that OBO takes to verify the DIRECT paid rent credit requests, should an agency inquire further. 

Kelly can be reached at 703-516-1980 or DentonKB@state.gov
