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--------------------------------------------------------

Should posts start to prepare the.FY 2007 Initial Budget

now?

--------------------------------------------------------

1. Yes! Posts can -- and should -- complete much of the

budget plan before the new software, budget guidance and

the official targets are released to posts. In fact,

ICASS Initial Requirements can be worked on almost

immediately after the previous year's Final Budget plans

are submitted to Washington. The budget worksheets can be

updated as data becomes available. This head-start will

help prevent the-last-minute rush before and after the

Budget Workshops, allow for better review and verification

of posts' budgets, and allow posts to meet the submission

deadline more easily.

--------------------------------------------------------

Can posts use the current Web.ICASS 2.17 for the FY 2007

Initial Budget plan?

--------------------------------------------------------

2. Yes. Posts (both network and stand-alone users) can

use the current Web.ICASS software version 2.17 to create

next year's (FY 2007) plan. As those of you using the

network version of the ICASS software know, the reference

table updates (American Salaries, PAT amount, IVG Line,

Sub Object codes and agency codes) that have an impact on

the FY 2007 budget are NOT built in the updated software

release (Web.ICASS 2.19), but are instead automatically

"pushed out" from Washington via messaging. We strongly

urge the remaining few non-ASP posts still using the

stand-alone version to make the switch to the network

version to benefit from the enhanced features this version

provides.

3. Be ahead of the game: Start the FY 2007 Initial

Requirements using the information and data that you

should have by now and update the following worksheets

accordingly:

- Post Profile (including plan info, contact info, etc.)

- Workload Distribution (approved on July 1)

- Time Allocation (approved on July 1)

- ICASS Vehicles, Other ICASS Assets and ICASS LGP Vehicles

- Overseas School (approved on July 1)

- Compensation Plan

- ICASS Leases

- LES, DH and LGP Positions

- Other Budget Items

4. Although some information and data pertaining to ICASS

leases, compensation plans or other budget items may be

available at a later date, don't wait until October 1.

You can start to collect the information now.

5. Note: Starting in FY 2007, M&R costs for STL non-

residential leases under sub object code 2511 will no

longer appear in the Traditional Bureau budget; instead

they will be included in the OBO target. Web.ICASS 2.19

will incorporate the new functionality related to this

change. Posts are therefore advised to complete sub object
code 2511 costs after Web.ICASS 2.19 is deployed in

mid-August.

---------------------------------------------------------

When will the reference table updates be available for the

FY 2007 Initial Budget?

----------------------------------------------------------

6. The reference table updates (AMSAL, PAT, IVG, Sub

Object and agency codes) that are relevant to the FY 2007

Initial Budget plan will be "pushed out" from Washington

in mid-August via messaging. Stand-alone users will have

to continue to download the monthly reference table

updates with instructions that are posted on the ICASS

OpenNet website.

--------------------------------------------------------

When will FY 2007 Initial Budget Guidance and Checklists

be available?

--------------------------------------------------------

7. The ISC will post the FY 2007 Initial Budget Guidance

as well as the checklist on the ICASS website by the end

of August to facilitate posts' budget preparation.

---------

Questions

---------

8. Technical questions related to the ICASS software

should be directed to the ICASS help desk at (202) 663-

1973, ICASSTECHNICALSUPPORT@STATE.GOV. Please contact

Michelle Frederick (202) 663-3271, FREDERICKMA@STATE.GOV

or Stella Whitman (202) 663-1237, WHITMANSL@STATE.GOV for

budget questions.

9. Minimize considered.
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