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International Cooperative Administrative Support Services

Minutes

ICASS Interagency Working Group Meeting

April 13, 2005
Highlights:

· Presentation on Overseas Briefing Center

· Presentation on Evacuation Allowances

· ISC Director’s Report

· Budget Software

· Awards Update

· Final Targets

· Personnel

· Appointment of new IWG Chair

JoAnn Clifton chaired her final meeting.

Overseas Briefing Center (OBC):  Connie Hanson, Coordinator, Transitions Center/Overseas Briefing Center (OBC) spoke about the services provided by each of these Centers for employees and families in transition to, from, and between posts.  The Transition Center provides training and information on subjects such as safety, health, security, renting out your home, etc.   The OBC provides information about post such as housing, spousal employment, living at post.  The OBC operates as a drop in facility (at FSI). They can also be contacted at by phone at 703-302-7277 or internet at  FSIOBCInfoCenter@state.gov.

Evacuation Allowances: Margaret Uyehara, Director of Allowances spoke on allowances provided for US personnel on evacuation status.  Ms. Uyehara explained that it is her office that establishes regulations regarding (evacuation) allowances.  She explained that the intent of the program is to assist with unexpected expenses when employees and family members are evacuated (authorized departure or ordered departure) due to unstable conditions at post.  The payments are meant to cover lodging, meals, and other essential items for the time that personnel are evacuated.  Information can be obtained through the State intranet site or in the near future through the internet at http://www.state.gov/m/a/als.

ISC Director Report:  Larry Mandel, ISC Director, presented his last report to the IWG before moving on to his new position.


Budget Software:  Version 2.11 of WebICASS will be released to WHA Bureau on April 14th and will be released to the rest of the world on April 18th.  The new web version of the software has been tested over the past month by a set of ten posts.  The release of the updated software is staggered (with WHA receiving their version first) so that the ISC can manage any post specific issues as they arise.

ICASS Awards Update:  The new ICASS Leadership Award announced last month will have both a first and second place award.  To date there have been no nominations for any of the 04 ICASS awards.  IWG members are asked to contact their overseas personnel to encourage nominations. 

Final Targets:  The Budget Committee will meet early next week to discuss and approve the final 05 targets.  There are no “budget hearings” with the individual Bureaus this year.


Kabul Guards:  Currently the State Supplemental bills being considered by the Senate and House contain funds to support the bridge contract for security guards in Kabul this fiscal year.  


Personnel:  Ismail Asmal will be taking over as the Director of the ICASS Service Center in late June.  Peter Hogan will be acting Director until that time.  William Eaton has begun his training so Frank Coulter will be acting as Assistant Secretary for Administration and hence acting as the Chair of the ICASS Executive Board. 


THANKS:  Larry thanked the members of the IWG for their support.


Deferment of Exch Rate Loses:  State’s Bureau of Resource Management proposes deferring approximately $26M in exchange rate loses from this year to FY06.  Agencies have been provided the amount that will be included in their FY06 invoice and they have two options for payment:  1) they can obligate their amount this year to be charged back next year, or 2) they can wait to obligate and expend the funds next year.

JoAnn Clifton thanked Larry Mandel for his two years of work in the ICASS Service Center.     The IWG/ISC have had an ambitious schedule during these years.  Larry’s leadership has been instrumental in their success.

New IWG Chair:  Arthur Salvaterra was unanimously elected as the new IWG Chair.  Art comes to ICAS with 33 years of experience working for State and USIA.

Next Meeting

The next IWG meeting will be held Wednesday, May11, 2005. 
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