Report to the ICASS Executive Board

September 18, 2008

Resolution of Certain Procurement Support Issues under ICASS

Raised by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Foreign Commercial Service (FCS)

At the March 2007 Executive Board meeting in Bogota, Columbia and again at the March 2008 meeting the FCS raised concerns about the procurement support it was receiving for various types of support contracts at various posts through ICASS under direction from the Department of State, Office of the Procurement Executive (OPE).  The Board agreed to review the issues and mediate a resolution through its Policy and Governance Committee.

Through a series of meetings, telephone conversations, and exchanges of documents both parties have resolve the issue as follows:
1.  FCS and OPE issued a joint cable (State 031401 of 26 MAR 2008*) that clarified the circumstances under which either hiring authority or contract authority would be appropriate for various types of support activities required by the FCS.

2.  OPE developed a “Procurement Services for Other Agencies*” hand-out that describes the levels and types of procurement support available to all agencies overseas.  The FCS agrees that this document addresses their concerns.

3.  Both OPE and FCS commit to work with the ICASS Board on uniform service standards that will be applicable under ICASS to all posts and participating agencies.
Juergen Tooren

ICASS EB Policy & Governance Committee

William Zarit

Commerce, Foreign Commercial Service

Corey Rindner

State, Office of the Procurement Executive

*Copies of these documents are included in the briefing package for the September 18, 2008 Executive Board meeting.
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