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Director’s Report for June
ISC “Internship” Program….

As you all know, getting agencies to detail staff members to the ISC for a year or two wasn’t very fruitful, since agencies found it difficult to “lose” a staff member for such an extended period.  In seeking new ways to give agencies and offices outside of the ISC a window into the ICASS world, the ISC’s Software Team experimented with a short (three-week) “internship.”  Last month the ISC hosted Gail Janson, the State Department’s African Bureau ICASS accountant.  The report out was positive and the ISC will be looking to extend this kind of “internship” at various times of year to all agencies for stints of 3 weeks or more.   Stay tuned for more details.

Children are our future……

A few agency representatives new to ICASS have asked about the link between ICASS and the Office of Overseas Schools.  Included each year in the global ICASS budget approved by the ICASS Budget Committee is an amount for the Office of Overseas Schools (OOS).  The amount approved is not for the tuition fees of USG agencies kids’ at schools abroad, but rather, is for grants that are given to many of the schools that USG employees’ kids attend to assist these schools fund programs that support the various needs of our children.  Education for exceptional children has become a high priority at many posts and is a goal on the Undersecretary’s M – 6 Quality of Life initiative.  Schools are sometimes reluctant to enter the realm of assisting children with special needs.  They have shown more willingness, however, to establish special needs programs and hiring professionals and purchasing appropriate materials if outside funding is available.  With this in mind, the OOS has earmarked $285,000 of ICASS funding for this purpose.  

Another important initiative that the OOS is involved in is the Virtual School Program (VSP).  The VSP puts OOS-assisted schools’ programs on the internet so that students may continue their studies even when they cannot attend the schools.  This is a critical initiative particularly in light of the increase in political strife (among others things) resulting in an increase in post evacuations or changed status during a school year.  The program has already been used to continue the education of evacuated USG dependents enrolled in OOS-assisted schools in Islamabad, Tel Aviv, and Saudi Arabia.  With $385,000 earmarked for VSP, the OOS is looking to increase the number of schools using the Virtual School program by ramping up training at the Thomas Jefferson Institute for Science and Technology and increasing in-service training programs at overseas regional association conferences.

A July 4th invite to the FOIs……

Yes, it’s almost time for our annual event -- watching the July 4 fireworks display from the comfort of the ICASS Service Center.  With our multiple Mall-facing offices on the 15th floor of SA-1 (Columbia Plaza), viewing doesn’t get much better than that.  We cordially invite all our Friends of ICASS (FOIs) to spend the evening in a relaxed atmosphere.  Those of you transiting Washington this summer to or from an overseas posting are especially welcome.  You do need to RSVP since we have to provide the building security with a list of attendees.  Do come…bring your spouse/partner…bring the kids…it’s a lot of fun.  All we ask you to bring is a dish to share.  (More details on time, food, parking, etc., can be obtained from Susie Phillips (PhillipsSK@State.gov) )      

