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1. Embassy Singapore looks forward to hosting the EAP ICASS

Conference from December 3 - 6, 2007.  The ICASS conference will be

held at The Mandarin Oriental Singapore, located at 5 Raffles

Avenue, Marina Square, Singapore 039797, Tel: (65) 6338 0066, Fax:

6339 9537.  Check-in time is 2:00pm, check-out time is noon.  Due to

the conference package arrangement with the hotel, all ICASS

conference attendees are required to stay at the Mandarin Oriental

Hotel.  Conference sessions will be held in the Oriental Ballroom,

and break-out sessions in adjoining function rooms.  The negotiated

deluxe room rate is Sin$306.02 per night including all taxes.

However, due to the rapidly appreciating Singapore dollar since

April when the room rate was negotiated, attendees are advised to

have their Travel Orders reflect actual lodging costs.  At the

current exchange rate, the cost per night for a room is now about

US$208.00, which is above the per diem lodging rate of US$194.00 for

Singapore.

2. The ICASS conference will open with a no-host reception on the

evening of December 2 (Sunday) at the Hotel.

3. Registration of your attendance is via the Embassy's web page,

"EAP ICASS Conference FY 2008" on the following U.S. Department of

State Intranet website:

http://singapore.state.gov/fmo/icassconference.htm.   For those

posts that require consultations on ICASS questions or issues, there

is also another registration form under the "Conference Agenda and

Consultation" web link.  Time slots of a half-hour each are

allocated on a first-come first-served registration priority.

Please fill in the ICASS consultation form and email to Catherine

LeMaster and copy to Post's contact.

4. Please fill out the web based attendee registration form as soon

as possible.  October 26, 2007 is the deadline to register.  If you

have any difficulties accessing the web page or have any problem in

completing the registration form, please contact Lynette Ng  at tel:

(65) 6476 9459, fax: (65) 6476 9134 or email: NgL@state.gov.

5. Country clearance will be granted to all registered participants

and there is no need to request clearance on an individual basis

unless other USG business will be conducted outside the scope of the

conference.

6. Visas: Americans and ASEAN nationals visiting Singapore do not

require a visa.  Passports must be valid for at least 6 months

beyond your intended stay.  A two or four weeks social visit visa

will be issued at the airport immigration checkpoint for these

nationals.  Other nationals should check with their respective

travel office regarding visa requirements for Singapore.  However,

ALL visitors are advised to check the visa endorsement on their

passports at the immigration checkpoint to ensure that they do not

overstay.  Visitors may request a visa extension should they wish to

stay beyond the visa endorsement limit.

7. Public transportation in Singapore is safe, efficient and

inexpensive. All taxis are metered and it is not customary to tip.

Taxi surcharges (50 ) are levied for late night journeys between 12

midnight and 6am, and during major holiday/festive days.  There is a

Sin$3.00 surcharge on trips beginning at Changi airport.  Taxis cost

about Sin$20 from Changi Airport to the Mandarin Oriental Singapore

hotel.

8. Currency exchange/travel advance:

     a) The Embassy currency exchange rate is approximately 1.47

Singapore Dollars to 1.00 US Dollar.  Accommodation exchange will be

arranged by post's FMO at the Mandarin Oriental Singapore hotel

during the conference.

  b) Travel advances should be obtained before departing your

permanent duty station. Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs) are

plentiful in Singapore, and local currency can be withdrawn using

Master or Visa credit cards with the Plus or Cirrus link-up.  Credit

cards are widely accepted although some stores impose a cash policy

for purchases below Sin$20.

9. Medical requirements and Health Information: immunizations for

this conference visit are not required.  The Embassy medical unit

does recommend that visitors have current vaccinations for Hepatitis

A, Hepatitis B, influenza and rabies.   Malarial prophylaxis is not

required or recommended for Singapore.

 Good medical care is widely available in Singapore.  Doctors and

hospitals expect immediate payment for health services by credit

card or cash, and generally do not accept U.S. health insurance.

10.Entry of electronic devices such as laptops computers, personal

digital assistants (PDA) and similar equipment are strictly

controlled should you wish to visit the Embassy building.  All such

equipment must be cleared by the RSO before being brought in.  If

you plan to bring official electronic equipment to the Embassy,

please advise the control officer of the type, make/model, serial

and or other control number.   At the Embassy guard post, your

equipment will require inspection.  Personal owned and unapproved

USG equipment may not enter the building, but may be left with the

Embassy guards for safekeeping.

11.Safety and Security:  all travelers should check Department of

State's latest travel warnings and public announcements at the

Consular Affairs website at http://travel.state.gov.

Major crimes against visitors in Singapore are uncommon.  Petty

crimes such as pick pocketing, purse or briefcase snatching, theft

of unattended property occur in tourist areas, hotels and at the

airport.  Travelers should exercise the same caution that they would

in any large city.  Visitors should be alert in crowded MRT, buses,

streets and markets.

Since December 2001, Singapore security services have detained

members of a domestic terrorist organization with links to Al-Qaeda.

 The group had planned attacks against government and private

targets in Singapore associated with the U.S., Singapore, and other

countries.  In the aftermath of several terrorist bombings in Bali,

the latest of which was in October 2005, State Department is

concerned that similar attacks may occur in other Southeast Asian

countries, because the extremist groups present in South East Asia

have demonstrated transnational capabilities to carry out attacks.

Americans residing in or traveling to Singapore and neighboring

countries should exercise particular caution, especially in

locations where Westerners congregate, such as clubs, discos, bars,

restaurants, hotels, places of worship, schools, outdoor recreation

venues, tourist areas,  beaches and public recreation events/venues.

 All visitors should remain vigilant regarding their personal

security.

12. Important Notice - Forbidden Items: The following items are

listed as controlled items and may not be brought into Singapore

either as hand-carry or checked baggage without first obtaining

approval from the arms and explosives branch: all weapons,

handcuffs, collapsible batons/nightsticks, bulletproof vests,

explosives, to include ammunition and empty shell casings, toy guns,

antique guns, all swords, daggers/bayonets, pepper spray/tear gas

spray, cigarette lighters resembling weapons, fireworks, butterfly

knife/switchblade knife, stun gun, etc.

13. Several USG personnel have recently been detained at Changi

Airport with empty shell casings in their checked baggage. While

eventually released, they experienced great inconvenience. Do not

let this happen to you. Shell casings are contraband items in

Singapore, and all baggage is x-rayed. Read and heed the preceding

paragraph.

14. Climate/Dress Code: Weather in Singapore is hot and humid year

round. Expect average high temperatures of 90 Degrees F and lows of

76 Degrees F. Rain occurs any time of the year; umbrellas can be

useful. Lightweight business casual is the normal dress code for

conducting business (for men, a long sleeve business shirt and

tie).
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